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SERMON BY

Pastor Ervin Daugherty, Jr.

PRAYER

O let the people praise Your worth, in all good works increasing; The land shall plenteous fruit 
bring forth, Your Word is rich in blessings.  May God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit 
bless us!  Let all the world praise Him alone, let solemn awe posses us.  now let our hearts say, 
“Amen!”

TEXT

Mark 6:1-13
“He went away from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples 
followed him.   And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and 
many who heard him were astonished, saying, "Where did this man get these 
things? What is the wisdom given to him? How are such mighty works done by 
his hands? Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and 
Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?" And they 
took offense at him. And Jesus said to them,  "A prophet is not without honor, 
except in his hometown and among his relatives and in his own household." 
And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a few 
sick people and healed them. And he marveled because of their unbelief.  And 
he went about among the villages teaching.
 
And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave 
them authority over the unclean spirits. He charged them to take nothing for 
their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— but 
to wear sandals and not put on two tunics.  And he said to them, "Whenever 
you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there.  And if any place will 
not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off the 
dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them." So they went out and 
proclaimed that people should repent.  And they cast out many demons and 
anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them.”

Good morning in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

The second half of the gospel lesson for today shows Jesus giving his disciples and yes us, 
instructions in what we are to do daily.  In the last two verses we see the results of obeying Him.  
St. Paul understood the call, as is shown in Romans 10:13-17 where he writes these words to us;

For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."  How then will they call 
on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom 
they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how 
are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of 
those who preach the good news!" But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah 
says, "Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?" So faith comes from hearing, 
and hearing through the word of Christ.
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All of us, with the help of the Holy Spirit, have heard the call to repent and now rejoice in it.  But 
that is not the end of the story.  We are now called to live, speak, show and share the power of 
that call of repentance in our lives, not only to God but to others as well.

Just because the call to repent will be rejected by many people does not mean that we are not to 
call people to repent.  We are called to do this no matter what the results may be.  Some will 
reject it politely.  Some will reject it angrily.  Some will reject it physically.  That does not matter... 
we are called to proclaim that people should repent because some will repent and be saved.

Here is the word of God to Ezekiel.  Ezekiel 2:3-5 is for us too:

And he said to me, "Son of man, I send you to the people of Israel, to nations of rebels, 
who have rebelled against me. They and their fathers have transgressed against me to this 
very day. The descendants also are impudent and stubborn: I send you to them, and you 
shall say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD.' And whether they hear or refuse to hear 
(for they are a rebellious house) they will know that a prophet has been among them.

Some people will take a real exception to being told what God says.  Psalm 44:22 shows this to be 
true;

Nay, for your sake we are slain all the day long and accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

It is hard to understand that God can tell us to share with people and let them do what they will 
do.  We are to tell them the truth and if they do not believe... then move on to others who may 
not have heard of God’s love.

Do you expect to get better results than the Son of God Himself?  Listen to His results in Mark 
6:5-6;

And He could do no mighty work there, except that He laid His hands on a few sick people 
and healed them.  And He marveled because of their unbelief. And He went about among the 
villages teaching.

When you think about what Jesus was willing to do for the people of His very own hometown... 
how said it must have made Him to be rejected so strongly.  Yes, they were willing to throw Him 
off the town cliff, just to get rid of Him.  The sad truth is that this is still the same today.

There are still people today who do not want to know that a prophet walks among them.  I would 
like to read two paragraphs from an article in The Lutheran Witness.  It was written in July of 1985 
but it could have been written today...  

As the story unfolded through their separate confessions and the hearing which preceded the trial, they 
indicated Mark was trying to keep them straight.  One boy’s father dealt in drugs and illegal arms.  The 
other friend had “slept around.”  Their reasons for killing Mark - they were tired of him challenging their 
lifestyle, of being “a straight arrow”

You would think that this would be enough but no... listen.

Believe it or not, the boys laughed in hearings before the judge as their confession tapes were played.  As 
they were played again on the second day of the trial... the shocked looks on the jury members’ faces 
caused the defense attorneys to ask for a recess.

Yes, this can be the results of sharing the love of God no only in the Old Testament times and in 
New Testament times but in our modern times as well.  May all people be able to say that there 
was a Christian among them.
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That is enough about the bad news.  Even after being rejected by the hometown crowd, Jesus went 
out to other villages to share the good news of God’s great love.  And it did not stop there.  HE 
sent out His disciples, two by two.  We are given a glimpse of what would take place a few years 
later.  Verses 12-13 tell us of the results;

So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent.  And they cast out many demons 
and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them.

Yes, there will be joys and sorrows when telling people about the need to repent and receive the 
total forgiveness of all their sins by the washing of the blood of the Lamb of God.  But the saving 
of even a single soul is worth all of it.

One of the greatest success stories of the Old Testament began with a person who did not want 
to bother.  His name, of course, is Jonah.  Only after spending three days in the belly of a large fish 
did he go to Nineveh and proclaim the judgement and the mercy of God.  When the King heard 
the message he sent out this decree to all the land and its people;

...by the decree of the king and his nobles:  let neither man or beast, herd nor flock, taste 
anything; let them not feed or drink water but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth 
and let them cry mightily to God; yea, let every one turn from his evil way and from the 
violence which is in his hands.  Who knows, God may yet repent and turn from His fierce 
anger, so that we perish not?

And the city of Nineveh was spared by God because of the repentance that He saw in them.  THe 
same can be true for us as well.

Jesus told His disciples in John 15: 18-19 the truth of what lie ahead for them.;

If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you.  If you were of the 
world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world but I chose you 
out of the world, therefore the world hates you.

And yet, hear what the world had to say about these men when they came to visit them.  Acts 17:6 
says this;

These men who have turned the world upside down, have come here also.

And the people of their time were spared by God because of the repentance that He saw in them.  
The same can be true for us as well.

There was once a boy called Orenthal who had a bad case of the rickets.  This caused his legs to 
bow out.  On top of that, he was extremely skinny and his head seemed too big for his body.  You 
can guess what happened to him at school.  The other children made fun of him.  When he found 
his God given talent he practiced and he practiced at it.  He later won the coveted Heisman 
Trophy and set a new record for rushing yards in the NFL.  His name, you know.  It was O.J. 
Simpson.  God has given each and every one of us... at least one God given talent to use.  Yes, we 
Christians often seem out of place.  But if we practice God’s Word and practice it some more... we 
may not break any earthly records but we can make a difference.  It will create a blessing not only 
for us but for others as well.

The evangelist Sam Jones, in 1888 made this statement...

One thing I have against the church in this day; we are too slow.  The devil can run a mile while we are 
pulling our boots on.
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The same is true today.  And sometimes we even make excuses about why we cannot even try to 
share the love of God.  Please humor me one more time.  I wish to share a true story from a leper 
colony in Africa.  It was told by a pastor this way...

I saw a man, a farmer, whose hands had been eaten off by leprosy.  He had no hands, just stumps.  He 
was out sowing the seed of his harvest.  This is how he was doing it.  He was carrying in his handless arms 
his wife, also a leper, who had no feet.  She was scattering the seed as they walked across the field.  I 
thought as I saw the picture that, is not this the perfect picture of what marriage is but is the epitome of 
what the church is - the whole body, made whole by the utilization of all the other parts.  We need to 
realize that God gave us varied gifts in the church.  We have every kind of spiritual gift imaginable.  And if 
the body is not whole, it is because we have not discovered or used our spiritual gifts.”

Just think what this world would be like if we worked together like those two lepers for the 
kingdom of God.  Our world would be so much better off.

Please join me in singing hymn #570, “Just As I Am” verses 1-4, from the Lutheran Service Book.

Just as I am, without one plea,

But that Thy blood was shed for me,

And that Thou bidst me come to Thee,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, and waiting not

To rid my soul of one dark blot,

To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, though tossed about

With many a conflict, many a doubt,

Fightings and fears within, without,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;

Sight, riches, healing of the mind,

Yea, all I need in Thee to find,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
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